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Dieu et mon droit 


A recent Conversation between a 
Country Canadian and a Town Canadian. 


. Good-day, old friend. It is something new to see you - 


what brings you to town? 
True, it's a rare thing to see me in town for it's a long 


. time since I have been here, and you would not have seen 


me yet except for the many reports that are current - 
Because, you see, every man tells his own story, so that 
nobody is sure of anything and everyone is terror-striken; 
so I resolved to come to town in order to find out the truth 
sbout what is going on and causing so much excitement. But 
you, Who see so many well-informed people, are you able to 
tell me what this is all about? 

First of all, what do wish to learn about? 

I should like to know why our young men are being taken, and 
gent here and there in a body like floeks of sheep. 

My friend, it is to train them in the use of arms, so that 
they may be able to serve to better advantage against our 
enemies, whenever they would attack our country, because a 
thousand well-diseciplined men, such as I hope they will be, 
are worth three thousand like what they were before. 

I understand then that the purpose is to make soldier's of 
tham, and thet is as we feared. 

Yes, my friend, soldiers like yourself and me, but better 
able than we are to defend themselves and their country.- 
Should we not all be soldiers, if any wish to attack our 
Religion, our Country, and our Possessions?- Tell me, if a 
thief sought to take away your goods would you not be a 
soldier and take up arms to defend them? 

Yes, certainly, if there were four of them, I would not fear 
them, being in my own home. 

Well, then! if the enemy, or a very great number of robbers, 
sought to attack our country, that is to say, to attack all 
of us together, should we not all be soldiers and unite to 
defend ourselves? 

That is quite true, and is what we tell one another, if the 
enemy is coming to attack us we want to march together, and 
are all prepared. 

Very well! and do you not want to have leaders, or someone to 
command you and lead you against the enemy? 

We know very well that leaders are necessary, otherwise we 
would fall into confusion, some would want to go to the right, 
others to the left; really, that would make fine ploughing. 
Very well! If your leader learned through his scouts that a 
thousand enemy soldiers were coming through Maska, would it 
be necessary to assemble everybody, from Kamouraska below 
Quebec to the Cedars in a joint attack against these thousand 
men? 

Certainly not! that would be unnecessary and would even be 
very foolish. 

How would things be managed if nobody would march unless all 
marched. Is not the Governor our leader? And if he requires 
two thousand men he does not need ten thousand, and if he 
requires ten thousand he does not need a hundred thousand. 
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Should we not supply him immediately with what he asks for 
our own defense, and the others should wait until he needs 
tham, and while waiting should take care of their farms and 
their work until their turn comes. How could you look after 
your work and your family if everybody wished to be mester? 
For instance, if at harvest the weather threatened rain and 
you ordered three or four of your children or help to shock 
the wheat for fear of losing it, another to bind, and another 
to inspect and mend the fences, another to go to the mill; 
what would you say, my friend, if each of them replied to you: 
We all want to go together to the mill and to each of these 
tasks - would you not punish them, or drive them from your 
house as unworthy of your protection? The Governor, my friend, 
is but the father of a larger family, and is obliged to protect 
us all, as you are obliged to protect your children provided 
that they obey you. 


- I understand all that, and am ashamed that I did not see it 


sooner, but why clothe our young men in red? You know we all 
hate that wk color. If they had been clothed in an entirely 
different color we would have been satisfied. 

The Governor has not given me his reasons, but I heave no doubt 


there are good ones: for instance, if they were engaged in battle 


with the enemy and were dressed in grey, the enemy would 
recognize them as militia, and would attack them rather than 
the King's troops, consequently they would run more risk and 
their lives would be in greater danger, and besides that we 
have a thousand experiences; among others, in Spain end in 
Portugal where the enemy is more afraid of men in red dress 
than of those clothed in any other color, because they take 
them for old soldiers, and do not care to meddle with then; 
consequently the very color of their clothes can save their 
lives. 

That seems to me to be well considered and reasonable, and 

I do not see thet we should be alarmed over so trifling a 
matter. 


. My friend, it is just because you lack this information 


yourselves, that you have not sufficient confidence in those 
who have it end are to lead you. 

My comrade, to speak frankly, I fear that we are not so happy 
as we were; to illustrate, our young men have never been 

called up and we fear that they are kept in reserve and that, 
perhaps others will be called up. What do you think about it? 

i think that if the government has never called for the help 

of the militia, it is because they do not need it, and do not 
wish to put you to useless trouble, and this ought to increase 
your confidence and understanding, and as for calling up others 
it is very likely they will be called up when thought necessary 
for your defense, and if enough young men cannot be found, the 
old must march to defend their country and their property. In 
other countries women have done as much as men to defend their 
country when it has been invaded. 

But it is said that resistance is useless, because these people 
are so terribly numerous. 
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It is true that they are more numerous than we are, but they 

aré less able to attack us than we to defend ourselves, because 
we have God and justice on our side; and, besides, Providence 
always aids a people which has confidence in itself. sand does 
not God say: help yourself, I will help you? And do you not 

know that he who attempts an evil deed is under greater expense 
than he who defends himself; thus they will have to transport 
their supplies and munitions a great distance; and if we destroy 
one of their convoys of provisions they must die of hunger, and, 
if we rout any part of their army, where will they save them- 
selves? They must take refuge amongst us, who are their enemies- 
what merey should they expect from you? The mercy that a rascal 
should expect who comes to set fire to your berns and kill one 
of your children, and when pursued, would take refuge among you. 
But we; if the time comes that some must retire, which I hope 
will never come, oh, well! We will retire among our own people 
who will be ready to help us. We will gain more strength, like 

&@ snowball in spring. We shall very quickly be able to prevent 
them escaping in their turn; but, admitting that they have ten 
times as many men as we have, they occupy twenty times more 
territory. In the first place, they have ten black slaves to 
every white master, so there are not enough whites to guard the 
Slaves, who are always ready to revolt; consequently this third 
is unable to send a man against us. Secondly, another third does 
not wish to mix in this war, beesuse it has been unjustly declared 
against us; and the third part is much divided; that is te say all 
the honest people do not wish to hear about it, such as the 
Habitants, the Merchants, the Workmen, and all those who ean gain 
their living honestly among then. 

Whom, then, have we to fear? 

Only those who are too lazy to work, and whom nobody will employ 
because of their infamous conduct and their evil habits; such as 
libertines, drunkards, thieves and escaped convicts; these people 
ere hired at the sound of the drum for five piastres a month, 
and fifteen piastres which they reeesive in advance, with the 
promise to each of a fine estate if they succeed in taking our 
country and our lands; but dont think, my friends, that they 
mean bushlands,- no, no! They heve promised the officers and 
their soldiers good lands all cleared, but badly cultivated by 
the Canadiens; so that they intend to teach you to cultivate the 
land, when they chase you out of your homes. 

Yes, indeed! and have these Gentlemen insured their carcasses 
against our bullets and tomahawks? 

I think not. The insurance would eost more than the capital. 
(then they are worth). 

I begin to breathe again, but tell me, how many will come when 
they do come? 

My friend, aceording to our surest knowledge and the best inform- 
ation that we have, they are unable to bring more than twenty 
thousand men, of that class, against us, all at once. 

Ha, ha, ha! You are joking. 

You may be assured that I have it from people who have travelled 
emong them for fifteen years, and who know their country, and 
their condition as well as I know your farm and your family. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Hamilton Public Library 


https://archive.org/details/dieuetmondroitredOunse 


Ce 


tT. 


- 4 «= 
Dieu et mon droit. 


In that case we have no need to be much afraid, for I believe 
that along ten miles of the road we could find enough people 

to wring the necks of the whole lot of them. 

My friend, I know that, but if we are divided or if nobody is 
willing to suffer in order to save his country or his property, 
there will be enough of tham to do us plenty of harm, but if we 
will be sensible and just towards ourselves in defending our- 
selves like men, we need not fear them, and it is the hope that 
you are too ignorant to realize your danger and too sowardly to 
defend yourselves that encourages them to come and divide your 
country end your goods. 

Have no fear of that - if we have not been united it is because 
we Gid not realize the danger, and are troubled by a thousand 
rumors. For instance, we are told that the French are coming 
with them, others say that they have French generals, and you 
know that we should not like to fight against our o14 compatriots. 
What do you say about it? 

As to that, my poor friend, nothing in the world is falser, and 
those who cireulate such teles are traitors and spies who tell 
you such yarns to divide you and diseourage you, so that you may 
become more easily the prey of our enemies, and for which they 
are, or hope to be , well paid. Do you not know that it is the 
eraft and always the practice of an enemy, before attacking a 
country to disseminate among its inhabitants all sorts of rumors 
and tales with the intent to discourage them, to divide them, or 
to induce them not to defend themselves, and to make them all 
sorts of fine promises, and that those whom they employ for that 
{purpose} are traitors who would sell their country to their 
enemies; and it is your duty, my duty, and that of every honest 
man When he hears people telling such stories, to sieze them 
whoever they may be, and drag them before a Magistrate or the 
Police of our town, whose duty it is to watch over our common 
security, and those who hear such tales and do not stop them as 
I have just said, are their accomplices and as guilty as they. 
But, let us suppose for a moment that the thing is true, even 

if it is false, would you let a Frenehman violate, before your 
eyes, your wife or your daughter, or set fire to your house or 
your barn, or seize your £ goods, or do you any other harm, 
without preventing him, just because he is a Frenchman? As for 
me, I assure you that if they come to attack me in my home, and 
if they seek to do me any harm, I will never(trouble to) find 
out if he who comes to wrong me is French, English, american, 
German or Turk: it makes little difference to what nation he 
belongs: it is enough for me to know that he sseks to do me 
wrong, for him to be my enemy and for me to treat him as one. 
Even if it were my own brother who would enter my house armed, 
in spite of me, I would not give him any more merey than another. 
Would you love to see yourself driven from your home by your 
brother, but, my friends, don't be deceived. The French of to-day 
are not like those of olden times, and be assured that when they 
come with the Americans, they will be of a kind worse then the 
Americans themselves, and will come only to reduce you to the 
condition of slaves, and counting on your old prejudices, would 
believe that you would not defend yourselves against them, and 


in that way you would become an easier prey to your enemies 


evesled £ ‘at baesie soi . £ ar anes ¢ ec 


e baer eee ra) eae eines ka oe 
s be 2 ee Bh a 

by VeetGe 4 5 ae anees r 7) ae pom tae es ott 
sso one pe pid 1 SO Rres Een ee ra one ice shee 


wi tug ,os to Peay on veoh ee ener os em T£e Peas: 
“tem Galoowtea i oer Sv te: Of tard? rant 2 
‘h OBIZ * a ct Gia yaad? cag Bo i peak ae oe . 
re Vee. ee) a Tegeer <Oe eie lees Get 
tae9 tex in ewe OP BOLT id aleebhhclias piel ? 
of 9 
ence ai C2 ne oh Met sraeret oe ke 44 
igenem! go bofdena? or Sn - to ed ods ert lage 
as tuoe ore nee ets Peake GPx ‘ow a MneTe BE tp 
wet Lik lei an inee sve ayved ported as? ~ 
oo redawt bi6 tng Foatiean. Teese? oF Otel toe: 
. * Soh feten we | 
bee yterte= ar bla ce nes wt seiviey JreiT.s 
- SFfep ome ae hus Bab eco br: esd: seis cis oe pon 
Ze mony dents ne 4hee eseu we°> fae Bog eae ‘ cm 
hat. G0 ide tee Sem .caloene wos Se erie ees Yar es 6 pon | 
ait ah@i tne? - om for pee obecbbre Liew, 
7: subbed. eygies ¢pede fh 20. Poly a's! oat 
ST agit i er fio pene? i ele? sented L2SaSS Ce 
ag of @hp Eh of ed hate tine 2 Figen this oP 


- 


‘aad Ode ne Bip irae spore br ra “thse re te? ae 
cept of yvaduane: sted! Ifen Glene ote easels . 


i ae core bo Wier Sm .coe nie” a. unde ot of és ak 
=) aed) wt .cakeove cone taki ied oigmeg, eum od: oae it 
8y ob wile Pee! & ot 2204, cath ewtl 6a8- 2 ee Yee cae 

at). Ca Oe by o? mh Jioqiak gente | oWot cee Tereekh 

fen. 2 OT aegen. scr Peels Mea, eden ode weride bér, jot Pees 
a em pe us Bew-eeeiig¢tvoua cise?) S1ay , btee- Teast ond I 
dove, gi et ax i 6K} «cond drome a s0t. saoquse ts Fal GeEe 

mad peeled. 06 1S thednuett 6.Selcars DB tuo sedan aS BE . 
J ia rae! foes Ei igus snry VO sity “wor nee 

a ee bs Th) 2 VE Roy en fe 26e 7 x ee entre, a) trad 4 oe 
toe ot yitet)- he Bree oe O68 Bache: Sart rite  otdettiedan, 

fel te a ot Berth eloseor gate RE Fost ey ae orerse Ont 

es tO Lipet 12 Os fvew 1 ere Gee ee, o> y aR 

nicats Ri a coserT® shear anemiees aihaes ott 

$e7), on eres’ meld) RF apis: ot :ieat-se 


‘ae 


ia es | ~ 
7 Ob Iti 1s Ee FG ook ae oS dyoons ag tt 2 oat 
6 6+ ef i cm gece = ord: cok «ere 
ips ie she rey seo rua aie eee 7 pete we 5 ae é533- ’ oi 
. os RS Crh “E's ie ‘ eye Vet ©: af ovr eng Rives i ae eo Say el 
ete gd per moO Set cov lw’ Vis, 6h ie 29a ee a ; 


reb=-oge 2a Caull on gay ieee? outs ig, Cares 

qed ae ae bees ti ed tt Fae! . | 
wit sods orive bee & le. o¢ Le" ir eee ty 
em at a pad ’ ue eps br Be 


tT. 


tT. 


C. 


~ 5B = 
Dieu et mon droit. 


Did they not sell to the Americans New Orleans and all 

Louisiana which were settled by Canadians, and they would 

do as much with you if the could - Would you care to be the 

Slave of a Frenchman rather than of some one 6lse, to be sold 

by one master to another like a horse? 

Indeed, my friend, that would not please me more than you; and 
if the French love us let them stay at home and leave us in 
peace, but if they join vith our enemies, I do not see what 

preference we should give them, except to treat them worse 

then the others - as my brother is less excusable than a 

strenger if he violates my wife, or my daughter, or sets fire 

to my buildings, or drives me from home, and, as for me, come 

who may to bring trouble to our country, I will show him what 
the Canadians were like in the olden days. 

You please me when you speak of the good o1d days. Recall the 
effairs at Garillon, LaBelle Riviere and Fort George, when we 

were together, we were then only one-third of their number, 

but the Americans were plucked as clean as the Gevil; they 
feared the Canadians then, like ghosts. It is true that we 

were not so tender in those times, we could then sleep very 

well on the ground, under the open sky, and most often feed 

on roots and buds, and feasted only when we took the provisions 
of our enemies the Americans, which, truly, often happened. We 
did not go then to defend our country and our possessions, we 
went to attack theirs, and if the commandant called for a 
thousand men it was a matter of who would report first; and 
instead of a thousend he often found three or four theusend who 
offered themselves, and those who were not accepted went away 
unhappy. What a difference now. If two or three thousand men are 
needed to defend our country and all in the world that we hold 
dear, it is a question of who will not go, and those who are 
obliged to go expect to be treated as though at a wedding - wait, 
would you like me to tell you? I believe that present-day Canadians 
lack the courege of those of the old times; they have been spoiled 

by mothers who nursed them too long and brought them up on milk 

ro lala so that, to some extent, their coprage resembles their 
ood, 

I remember all that, but as regards the Canadians of the present 

you are deceiving yourself. Let them once warm up ané you will 
see that they are not made of cheese, but it is so long since we 

were at war thet we hardly know what it means, but let them once 

commence end then see who will stop them. You know that one 

becomes accustomed to everything; one forms a terrible idea of 

going into battle, but in it & single time, one would be in it 

every day and 

But tell me: There are some who tell us that we would not be worse 

off under the Americans than under the English. What do you think 

about thet? 

How do you find yourselves under the protection of the English? 

We have nothing to complain about. We couldn't be better off. we 

buy, we sell, and we do as we like without paying taxes or any thing - 
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Very well, and would it be prudent to risk your happiness for 

a “perhaps”? Would you exchange a horse without blemish for one 
you aid not know because, perhaps, it might be just as good? = 

Do you think that, without reason, that they have declared war 

on us by sending an srmy of wagabonds, with arms in their hands, 
to conquer us and become our masters and masters of all we have, 
do you believe that they are dering all this beeause they love 

us and wish to benefit us? 

JT own it has net much the appearance of that - but many think 

thet if we remain aniet they will do us less herm? 

The hope of cowards! Do you not know that the greatest rescals, 
even the savages and the most barbarous people respect a brave 
man, who defends his country, more than a poltroon who does not 
defend himself? 

But perhaps the English would be ahle to drive them ont es they 
did before, because it is said that many English troops are on 

the point of coming. 

My friend, there a double misfortune threatens us, because if at 
the time when it is necessary we do not offer ourselves in the 
defense of our country and our possessions, and the enemy are 
allowed to go as fer as Onuebec, and the English troops come and 
drive them out, what will be the result? The result will be that 
the Americans, forced to retire, and enraged at the failure of 
their enterprise, will pillage, burn and sack everything they 

find on their line of march, and will de all the damage they can, 
so that the English may not benefit - So our country will become 

a desert. But how will the English treat us, if they treat us as 
we deserve?- As ingrates and cowards who sre not worthy to be free 
men, because we lecked the courage to defend our liberty, our Re 
religion, and our possessions. There, my friend you have the evils 
thet hang over our heads, and I see only one way of escaping them. 
Por the love of God, tell me it, I beg of you. 

It is to do our duty like men, in defending our country, our 
religion, our honor, and if, after we have made every effort to 
defend ourselves, misfortune wills that we were not strong enough, 
then we will have nothing to reproach ourselves with, the whole 
world will bewail our misfortune, even our conquerors will respect 
us as worthy of a better fate, and if we sueceed, as there is not 
the least doubt, we will be covered with glory and honor, and will 
assure for ourselves and our families a long end durable peace, 
for our enemy, who to-day doubt our loyalty and our courage, once 
well drubbed will mever of coming to trouble us about dividing 
our country and our goods. On thé other hand our King, convinced 
of our fidelity and bravery, will rcduuble his benefits towards 
us, and we shall be happier than we have ever been. 

My friend, there is no reply to what you have said, becankse our 
Religion and our Priests teach us every day that our duty is so 
eclosely tied to our happiness on earth and in Heaven that it is 
impossible to separate them. But, my friend, why does the 
Government not arm us? - How can we defend ourselves without arms? 
If you showed a little more zeal it would do go, because all the 
Canadians and the English of the town and its out-skirts no sooner 
knew thet war hed been declared by our neighbors the Americans 
with no other reason than to come snd divide our possessions and 


ruin us than all voluntarily offered to defend our country, and 
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Dieu et mon droit. 


the Governor, pleased with our zeal and good will, had us armed, 
and since then we have drilled at our own expense and discharged 
all our duties as soldiers, in the town. We are eli ready to 

meet the enemy wherever they appear; and, my friend, we are doing 
this without a murmur, because we love our religion and our 
country, and, besides, it is our interest and our duty. 

Very good, and who has told you that we sre not ready to do as 
much as youf Do you think that the habitants have less courage, 

or less ilove of their Religion, their govemnment and their country 
than the citizens of the town’ 

That may be, but why, then, don't they prove themselves; Recause 
they know as well thet we are threatened with becoming the slaves 
of a band of rascals. On the other hand the King has calied for 
two thousand men out ef the hundred thousand of us. The town 
immediately supplied its proportion with pleasure; but you know 
the disturbance and the discontent that caused in the country - 
They feared that they would be made Soldiers, they wished to march 
all together, in short they said and did a thousand foolish things 
that would have made savages ashamed. 

My poor friend, it's because they lack information. 

That, alweys, is exactly taeir exeuse. When they are on the point 
of committing some foolishmess they are very wise and will not 
take advice or follow any ons's example, and afterwards they come 
and say they are sorry about it, and bewail their ignorance. 

But at the present time the load falis on us; it is necessary 

that they be freed from their embarrassment, as if we alone were 
obliged to defend the possessions of Messieurs les habitants 

while they slept peaceiuliy in their beds, or do like them and 

aii die together. Look here, my friend! I am ashamed to mention 
ii- Recently, two or three parishes did not wish to make them- 
selves masters of the country and go and take by force of arms 
their proportion of the militia who were at la Prairie with the 
others, oh, well! the best informed and most respectable people 

of the town took the trouble to go and find them in order to 
enlighten them and make them see their crime and folly. Were they 
listened to? No. It was necessary to take arms to make them listen 
to reason. New they bewail their ignorance, and it will cost an 
effort to save them from the gallows and to prevent their goods 
being Seized) confiscated and their families ruined - Non the less 
they have left a task for the rest of us. What dependenee do you 
think we ean put in such people? 

i am ashamed to acknowledge thet unfortunately you are quite right 
but we are not all the same, and it is not necessary to censure 
the innocent along with the guilty, and you will see that if our 
Governemnt needs people of good will, he will find them as many 

Cf them in the Country as in the Town. 

aie so, out I greatly like to see them take some steps to prove 
it. 

You will see that soon, Meanwhile I am returning, and I hope to 
open the eyes of the others, as you have opened mine, to our duty 
and our interests. And be assured that I will not forget a word 

of the things you have taught me, and of the information you 

have given me. 
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Notes on "Dieu et mon Droit" 


For the sake of brevity the speakers are referred to by 
the letters C and fT respectively. 


- pel, line 10. “peronne” is probably a misprint for personne. 


p.9, line 4 from bottom, and 


p.13, line 6 from bottom. Hote "mes amis" instead of “mon ami” 
(Did the conversation draw a crowd?) 


p-9, line 3 from bottom "bois de bout" not given in my 
dictionary. My guess was "bush". Later a French Canadian 
translated it "standing timber”. 


p13, line 7 from bottom. Apparently chasses should be chasse 
to agree in number with te. 


p.2l, line 3 from bottom. "il sont” should be ils sont. 


pe22, lines 6 and 5 from bottom - leur famille should be 
leur familles. 


p.23, line 2. Should not les innocent be les innocents? 


pp.22, £3, are not numbered. 


In at least two places I em by no means sure that my translation — 


conveys the correct meaning. 
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